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Tun enn ths 
| ſubſequent , Ray Soo wrirten and lain quietly 
with the authot not Teſs twelve years { when on re- 
viewing it about three years fince, it was imagined that, with 
many alterations and additions, in this dearth of original 
compoſitions for the theatre, it might prove no unaccep- 
table entertainment to the publid. These being made it, 
was delivered to Mr. Beard. | Bo 
Since the firſt compoſition of this piece, the writer of it 
has never turned his thoughts on dramatic ſubjects, nor 
ever more intends it. The difficulty of getting new plays 
to be rectived, of which he was fully —— by the fate 
of others, was a diſcouragement ſufficient to deter him from 
proceeding any farther in that of literature; and the 
inſufficiency of judgment, which at Covent Garden theatre 
has deſcended rom father to ſon, he fancies, will be un- 
anſwerably evinced by what is to be found in the bowing 


ſheets, and add no ſmall energy to the preteding di 
couragemenlt. "pA wie Fr ek 8 

The writer of this Comedy having kept it ſo long un- 
offered to a manager, and left it with Mr. Beard two years 
unenquired after, it will certainly a » that this publi- 
cation is neither owing to his i 
merits, nor ſollicitous concerning its being played, but to 
thoſe reaſons which are aſſigned towards the end ef the Taft 
letter. The delay of -pybliſhing theſe letters, from the 
10th of October to the ag th of Febr is owing to a re- 
ſolution of the writer, not to afford the pretext for 
complaining, that he intended to prejudice the ſacceſs of 

y giving the ſubſequent letters to the public reſpecting hi 

own. But as all that had been receiret-ar Qorent-Gantes 
houſe have now known their fates, that cauſe of delay is 
removed. It will be diſcovered, from what is faid in the 
letters, that _— ought ym . as * 
mutual appeal of both ies to the judgment of the pu 
lic; ahd of this ae they as fully qualified to decide, 
becauſe nothing has paſſed relative thereto, except what is 
contajned id theſe letters: nor have Mr. Prard and thewri- 
ter of the Comedy ſeen each other fince the Play was deli- 
vered to that Manager. 
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LET TERS, Ge. 


NS London, Sept. 2, 2 
„ : 1 
A OUT this time two years, when 1 

waited upon you, and offered to your 
acceptance àa Comedy, you informed me 


that ybu was engaged for the ſucceeding 
ſeaſon, but that in the following, if it was - 


found agree able, you would willingly receive 
it. Ia conſequence of this it was immediately 
ſent for your peruſah, Since that time, two 
ſeaſons have elapſed, and I have received 
no anſwer from you. After ſo long a de- 


tention in your hands, I Thould think my- 


ſelf guilty of injuſtice to your good cha: 


racter, by entertaining the ſmalleſt thought 


B that 


3 
that it will not be played the enſuing win- 
ter, and as the theatric ſeaſon is now ap- 
proaching, I ſhould be much obliged, if 
vou will acquaint me at what time you 
think it may moſt conveniently be given 
to the public. 


I am, 
| Your very humble ſervant, 
To Jobs Beard, Eſq; © 
at Hampton. J. SHEBBEARE. 


Tut ANSWER, 
Hampton, <ept. 7, 1766. 
SIR, 3 
B but juſt returned to Hampton, 
from a vifit in Buckinghamſhire, I did 
not receive the favour of your's of the ſe- 
cond inſtant till laſt night, to which I am 
ſorry it is not in my power te ſend you an 
immediate /atis/aFory anſwer. In ten days, 
or a fortnight, I ſhall be in town, when 
you may depend on ſeeing or hearing 
from, | 
| Sir, 


| Your moſt humble ſervant, 
To Dr. Shehbeare. 
J. BEAR D. 


The 


5 1.1 


5 The following letter was ſent in conſe- 
ſequence of the promiſe in the preceding. 


Oclober 1, 766. 
8 IR, 
I AM truly concerned that I am obliged 
to make the Comedy you left in my 

hands accompany this letter; but the friends 
Jam obliged to conſult in affairs af this 
kind (as I am anſwerable to a whole family 
for the good or ill ſucceſs of the theatre) ad- 
viſe that it ſhould not be performed. Their 
objections are, that the plot is too ſimple, 
and the incidents far too few to gratify 
the general taſte, at preſent. —They add, 
that the improbability of ſuch contrivances 
being carried on by a counterfeit nobleman, 
at ſo public a place as Briſtol Wells, would 
render the performance very hazardous; 
and it would be greatly augmented 
by the many farcaſms throughout the 
piece on trade and nobility, | ftrikingly 
nervous as the expreſſions,” and natural- 
ly eaſy as the other parts of the dia- 
logue are.—lf there has appeared too 
much delay in my conduct, I muſt beg 
you to impute it, good Sir, to the diſa· 

— 3 2 grecable 


141 
greable reluctance with which J return aux 
gentleman's work of genius, and parti- 
cularly one which comes under the ſanc- 
tion of a name ſo well known, and juſtly 
admired in the litterary province as your's. 
I am really much concerned to be reduced 
to it, and hope, in juſtice, you will be ſs 
kind to charge your diſappointment on the 
care and duty I owe (as agent) to a whole 
family, not on the choice or liking of 


Your moſt obedient | 
. Humble ſervant, ; 


/ 


To Dr. Shebbrare, 3 
| N wy BEAR D. 


The ANSWER to the two pre 
ceding LzrTTERs. 


e 2,1 766. 

8 I R, 
a= ſo long a "3M of the Co- 
medy, I know not whether I am 
more ſurprized at the apology which you 
have made for the ſending it back, than 
at the reaſons which you affign for the 
not accepting it. I ſhall therefore attempt 
| tee L 


9.4 
ta ſhew che inſufficiency of che latter, and 
1 fatter myſelf that, when you have con- 


ſidered what I herein tranſmit you, I ſhall | 


have no occaſion to explain mY ſentiments 
on the former. 1 


The firſt objection of your friends i is, 
that be plot is too ſimple and the cud 
far tod few, to gratify the general taſte at 
preſent. In anſwer to this, I know no bet- 
ter method, than that of appealing to- a 
compariſon of . this Comedy with others 
which are played; and when you have 
ſhewn me a number of them, in which 
the incidents are more numerous, diverſified 


and intereſting, and the unravelling the | 


whole more natural, unborrowed and un- 
foreſeen, I will pay obedience to the cri- 
ticiſms of your friends. 


Your next objection is, that tbe impoſ- 
ftbility of ſuch contrivances being carried or 
by a counterfeit nobleman, at ſo public a place 
as Briſtol Wells, would render the per for- 
mance very hazardous. In this place, Iima- 
gine, by the word performance, you mean 
the ſucceſs would be rendered hazar- 

- dous 


k 1 J 
dous by the ſcene of action; and chis ha- 
zard I apprehend would be the caſe, where- 
ever it can be placed; and is in common to 
all ſituations, and to all new exhibitions on 
the theatre. By the term, impoſſible, T 
fancy you mean, improbable ; and that 
you found this improbability on the place 
being public, and therefote improper to 
be choſen by the perſons who attempt to 
carry on their intended dectit. Dees 


'This opinon of your friends ap _— to 
have ariſen from. inattention to that rule 
by which they ought to have judged. They 

ſeem to havepronounced this impoſſibility, 

from a conſideration of things, according 
to their own characters, and nat of thoſe 
which are delineated in the play. It is pro- 
bable indeed, that they might not have ſe- 
lected ſuch a ſcene for the tranſacting an 
impoſition; but certainly there is nothing 
improbable, that thoſe who have choſen it 
in the comedy, would have done the ſame 
in real life. Public places are, and ever 
have been, the ſcenes of ſuch adventurers, 
and far this reaſon, among many others, 
becauſe the preſumption of appearing in 
them 


C303 
them imparts a great degree of credibility 
to their fictitious characters: a circum- 
ſtance which ought to have determined the 
character of Subtle, knowing in mankind, 
hackneyed i in impoſture, of a ſuperior cun- 
ning which contemns little objects, and 
driven to ſuch expedients which are only 
to be accompliſhed in ſuch frequented 
places, to have determined on ſuch a pub- 
lic ſituation. And certainly Wilding and 
Lucy, who are under his direction, are 
ſuch from their age and inexperience, who 


may naturally acquieſce with the judgment 


of Su 25 in this 228222 


But let ir be ſuppoſed chat theſe thea- 
trical perſonages have miſtaken the pro- 
per place for carrying on their deſign ; is 
it any thing unſual, that thoſe, who thro' 
wrong judgment have adopted fictitious 
characters, ſhould err in chuſing tlieir 
ſcene of action? Were there no miſ- 
taken opinions in the conduct of men, I 
fancy comedy would find but few ſubjects 
for. her exhibitions. Beſides, this judg- 
ment tends to the diſappointment of their 
* and to expoſe thoſe vices and fol- 

lies, 


[ 12 J 
hes, which are not ſo ſuſceptible of it if 
other places; which is the object intended 
by the piece. Hence it appears, that the 
ſelecting this ſeene is in every view conſen- 
taneous to the characters which 1 have 
drawn, and the ends which are propoſed ; 
that your friends have judged without a 
juſt rule, and determined on fallations 
Prineiples; and conſequently the com- 
mon hazard to which all new performances 
are ſubject is ROCCA by this ſcene of 
La "50 2 | 


I come now to your ir laſt UF that 
the hazard is augmented by the many ſar- 
caſms throughout the Piece, on trade aud no- 
bility. This indeed is à curious rematk of 
your friends; ſince the ſarcaſms, as they 
call them, are neither on trade nor on no- 
bility, but on the vices and follies which 
ſometimes attend them. And though 
your friends, in their cenfure, ſeem to con- 
ceive that theſe vices and follies are the 
veryſame things with merchants and noble. 
men, and therefore not to be touched, 1 
am of a different opinion; and am per- 


b ag that whatever is reprehenſible in 
either 


e Yoo 


i | 
either rank, is the becoming object of co⸗ 
medy, and may be delineated without the 
leaſt diſparagement either of nobility or 
commeree. For if degtees of ' wealth and 
title are to preclude the inquiſition of the 
comic muſe, and impart a ſanction to vice 
and folly, ho are to be the objects of her 
ſatire? Is che public to be entertaiĩned wit 


the adventures of none but 1 
and b nod ayad wov dnt: l 


09 f ton dsl! 0% 03 nh 


Beides, Sir, your! end dl me injuſtice | 
in not obſerving, that feld are, in this 
piece, the charactetꝭ b a NA nbblcinan of 


untainted honour, and of abſolute uſe to the 
dbnoumment b the whole 3d a merchant, 


of e e Have 1 
e nobility ow 
ae d. W en thür 
cothmerce are inſuſceptible bf 


vice and = 1 or that ſuch objects ſhould 
not be treated with" that fatire, Which 
they call farcaſm ? Satire in ſuch caſes 
has elde encreaſed the hazard of füc⸗ 
ceſs. Tameneſs and inſipidity, and nor 


exceſs of Fs deen the —_— 


gg 1 


61 
. 
rer exhibires. bt! | 


bee ben bed de your plainly 
perceive that, had I been indulged with 
being preſent. at the reading. this piece, 38 
we; agreed I. ſhould be, every objeftion 
of your friends had been fairly gbriated, 
Wherefore, - ſince this is pow. the caſe, 
though you have been determiped.by their 
opinions to reject, I doubt not but in con- 
ſequence of this refuration of chem, and in 
Juice, you will be induced ra acquaint me 
wich paje change of ſentiments, 967 2 


Felt w. me 50 00 alſo, that though the 
Erigiciſms of, yur, friends. a oY ih oved un- 
AC ſip 7 5 they fo highly e 


e t 8 by much 
te more eel, ill be un- 
equal to a . ee your . it: 
pbecauſe de 6, 19996 e char 
ing the ſcene, and taking the fling — 
fatirez and few plays, I believe, have been 
offered, to a, Manager, agginſt which the 
ohiections. haye.. ws e key and ill 
grounded. 


I ſhall 


| E t4 3 ; 
I ſhall not at preſent animadvert on the 
long detentioa of this Play, the manner ar 


apologiſing for that particular, and the 
ſending it back ; nor on the other circum- 


ſtances ole dur letter. I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, on your declaring yourſelf anftvbruble 
n un famihj for the got ov i 
S ibe tbealye, chat if you are refponſi 
io them a8 Manager, yoware im Icke mafl⸗ 
ner teſponſible to the public alſo; and that 
if n fingir famiiſy, which receives the pro- 
fits, be entitled to your precaution, tiiat 
no piece be injudiciouſly undertaken; the 
whole publicy hich pays the motiey, have 
ati equal right, that nothing which deferves 
acceptance ſhoe be refuled. 'Wherefore, 
a5 every oc: which your friends have 
afford bw; is fatrly refered, and the other 
vf 4 Witicdy” ave udktibhrlethgat 
to de in-this,” J um perfoaded yoo wilt re- 
call your interdict, and gide me no teaſom 
to Ones that Mr. g won uſed 
men 1 af babs vm -u gs TD 


44 1 KO! 21 1 am | UNE T1131 
P.S. Bep 
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an anſwer. 
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TAL ns 4.03, 
SIR. a5? Ye * 4 05 . 1966, 
þ E variety ofialfirggmhercin I W 
concerned and embarraſſed, will not 
afford leiſure tozenter, into a more critical 
examination of your Comedy, or to ſup- 
port à longer argumentation on parti- 
culars. 9d 7G FI .in 
Submitting my ſingle opinion to thoſe 
of ſeveral able judges, and being by my 
_ Gtuation'bbliged-to be Biaſſed by the will 
of others, much more than my own, I. 
muſt beg your acceptance of this final an- 
ſver : The piece you have offered will by 
ee wee bee there-. 
ene ee s Habit uo 
0; i e nad 1M eee eee 0: - 
1 again repeat my concern that I muſt 
return any gentlemaſꝰ produRtion on h 
hands, but I cannot avoid it, e 


N 1564 


f you are ſevere enough, again to er 
raign my delay, wh I that I am very 
ory 


8 — WS wo Ps 


[72] 
ſorry for it; but ir is'a fate, which (through 
the, great number of various performances 
offered to us, and the conſtant urgency of 
buſineſs. to take up my W muſt un- 


wee eee N 


Mal. oni n 1 * Sn TO! 20097 - 
* 


Had I power to ſend a more 
anſwer to you, believe me, it would be 
eee eee 's Bana 

W cs 1 „ yan | 4541 1 7 * L 
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To Dr. Shebbeare, 10 | 
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The/ ANSWER, to the preceding | 
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105 VASO 421 34 o 10, 'a966. 
SIR; ring anc {$6 
| any thing could have aided tu 


illiberality with which you have al- 
ready treated me, it is the cavalier man- 
ner in which you have replied to my laſt 
letter. For through thei tinſel of your ci- 
vility it is perfectly diſcerned; either that 
29743 N 


you 


118 ] 
we cannot invalidate the evidence of what 
1 dave offered, and have therefore. de- 
dliried' the attempt; br chat you thin me 
uncleſetving your Kifther notice. A trent- 
ment which becomes not you to give, nor 
me to receive with acquieſcence. It ſeems 
4 if you expected to eſcape from ins di- 
emma in which to&you will be miſtaken, 
by declaring that yt tonctths and embur. 
raſſments will not afford. you leiſure to en- 
ter into a more critical examination of my 
Comedys or ſupport 4 longer argumen- 
tation on particulars. Of the numibet of 
affaifs; in which you are now concerned, 1 
cannot determine; but I can plainly ſee 
that your embarraſſments will not be di- 
miniſtrecd by the method whith'you have 
taken to be freed from them; and however 
ſatisfactory theſe reaſons fordeclining your 
duty, for ſuch it is, may appear to you, 
they are none to me, who am neither con- 
cerned not mmh, and have all 4 el. 
lere pure. 


Should ſuch an a 7 
culars, in which it has been proved you 
havie d I arguments, be re- 


ceived 


| $4 


5 


1 a9 J 
ceived as an apology for your preſent con: 
duct, in what manner will it palliate the 
paſtz your having detained the Comedy 
two years, without haying once conſidered 
it; and now returning it, becauſe. you 
have not at this time leiſure to afford. ĩt a 
more critical examination? Have the c 
theatrical vacations," which have paſſed 
ſince you received this piece, been ſo re, 
plete with, concerns ani embarraſſments, that 
they could not afford, you leiſure to attend 
to that care and duty which, by your ſitus · 
tion as manager, you, oe the public, of 
entertaining them with nem performances; 
and. that juttice which is due to writers, of 
nat returning theſe. performances, till af · 
ter an ample examinatiqn, and on reaſons 
able objections. they art found . improper 
for the ſtage? This intended excuſę of 
your”s therefore, ſo totally void of all juſ⸗ 
tificatiqn, ſhauld not have been offered by 
you, nor can it be accepted by me, till one 
of us at leaſt has renounced all preten- 


mme 


nęrs. 


3 245 


The next frroke'6f Gant which 
you offer in your defence is, that of having 
ſub- 


by 


IF L 20 3 
fubinttea your Angle opinion 10 thoſe of ſeveral 
able judges, and being by your fituatiorf obliged 

to be biafſed by the will of others mut h more 
than your own. If theſe able judges be the 
fame perſons whom you denominate your 
friends, in the preceding letter, furely'no 
man has ever had ſeſs foundation, than your- 
ſelf, for this changeof-appellation,nor than 
they, for this diſtinction of abilities. Is it 
not adorning the ĩindigent with ffars; who 
have no coats on wlüch to ſew them? Do 
ſuch critics deſerve the name of 40%? and 
| where you could get ſeveral of then, I am 
at à loſs to gueſs. Were their names 
known, you would have no leſs reluctance 
to be ſeen in their company, than Sir John 
Falſtaff had againſt marching with his 
feare-crows through Coventty ; for the in- 
tellectual marks of yout able Jud?es are 
not leſs diſgraceful, than the bodtly of the 
plump Knight's rag-o*-muffins, and yer 
they ſerve to fill a pit as well as better. 


T: 383 £9 4:5 


Do their abilities Confiſt In tlieir dil. 
cernment of characters; of the motives 


on which they proceed, or of - thoſe 
= which ought to be ſelected 


for 


Ku 


1 21 J 
for their ſcene of action? Can the appre- 
henſion of being diſcovered” at à publie 
place, be an objection to the choice of it 
by Subtle, who ought, in confequehes of 
his character, to know that this very tit. 
cumſtance of it's being improbable; which 
naturally oecurs to a diminitive' deveiver, 
is the very reaſon why a more enkarged 
and exalted cunning ſhould prefer it. For 
if it be N in the generat opinion, 
that men of ſuppoſititious charafters 
ſhould repair to ſuch places as are gene. 
rally imagined to accelerate their diſcovery, 
does not thei? daring to be preſent at them 
add the greateſt veriſimilitude, of theit be. 


ing in reality what they preſume to repre- 


ſent, and extinguiſh almoſt every ſpark of 
ſuſpicion ? have they not juiFeaſon ws 
ey tem? | 


Pepe a wry may r i 
have faid. In'the reigri of Fairies II. oe 
Ferguſon, who had pfotteck againſt *the 
Rate, fled from juſtice to the city of E. 
dinburgh. When petceiving thar he was 


purſued, and that the gates were har to 
prevent * ** acted on thoſe pritr- 
ciples, 


1 


| 
| 
| 


1 :22 } 
ciples which, I ſuppoſe, are congenial with 
the character of Subtle. - Inſtead of ſecret- 
ing himſelf, either in a cellar or a garret, 
the expedients of grovelling deceit, he re- 
paired to the common goal, in which he 
knew an acquaintance of his to be confin- 
ed: and thus by this ſuperior ſtratagem of 


chuſing that place for his , concealment 
and elcape, which your able. judges would 


imagine he ought to have avoided as that 
ofdiſcovery and impriſonment, he remained 
undiſcovered, and eſcaped.” So much in 

oppoſition to their imputed improbability, 
50 in — ag choice of the ſcene 


? The! 4 Rane e on a Gmilar 
occaſion; and in like manner purſued, ar- 
rived in ſome town in which there were 
many inns, one of which was kept by the 


mayor of the corporation. As the fugi- 


tive knew that the purſuers muſt apply to 


that magiſtrate for a ſearch - warrant, that 


circumſtance determined him on that inn 
for his quarters. In conſequence of this 
deſign he orders a ſupper, and invites the 
n . Mr. OT, and his lady. 

5 'Whillt 


- \ 
te. 4 LF 


123.1 

Whilſt they were ſupping, a meſſage arrives 
to deſire a fearch-warrant for the appre- 
heading one Furguſon. The magiſtrate 
being obliged to retire for this purpoſe, ac- 
quaints his gueſt with the reaſon” of it, 
and promiſes to, feturn immediately. Fer- 
guſon expreſſing ſome concern: for the de- 
privation of his company, adds, that he 
would converſe with his lady till he. had 
che pleaſure of his return. This being 
done, Mr. Mayor enters into converſation 
on the affair, and ardently wiſhes: the cri-! 
minal may he apprehended, without the 
leaſt ſuſpicion. of his ſpeaking to the very, 
man. Ferguſon, ho knew that too much 
fervour in condemning frequently betrays 
the conſciouſneſs of guilt; and that an at- 
tempt to palliate the crime might create a 
ſuſpicion z both of *hich are the errors f 
little cunning, commended the zeal of the 
magiſtrate with that diſcreet coolneſs which, 
generally accompanies the character of mo- 
deration and honeſty, and deviated imper- 
ceptibly into à converſation upon other 
ſubjects. The evening being paſſed Fer- 
guſon retired to his bed, in which he re- 
n the morning. He now 

Une — 2 con · 
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conkewed himſelf as freed from the dan · 
ger of being apprehended in the houſe, 
but he was not equally perſuaded of his 
paſſing chrough the town unexamined and 
ſecurely. In order to obviate this difficul- 
ty he calls for his breakfaſt, and again de- 
ſires the company of his worſhip and his 
lady, which was accordingly complied 
with, On this occaſion he affects a great 
hking to the converſation of the magiſ- 
trate, admires his good ſenſe, and laments 
his being obliged to leave his houſe that 
day. However, if his warſhip would ho- 
nour him with his company to the next 
town, and ſpend the evening with him, he 
mould never forget the obligation, and 
then he would tarry till aſter dinner: to 
which, at the fame time, he invited the' 
fame company. This feeming politeneſs 
being well received, the requeſt was grant- 
ed. Dinner being finiſhed,” Ferguſon, in 
company with the Mayor, not only paſſed 
through that town, but ſpent the evening 
in another, unexamined and unſuſpected; 
and by theſe means eſcaped the purſuit. 
And this part is not only apt to the cha- 
A 
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and perſons we he err bee 


quent. 


Flip it may be Kitty Ec that your 
able judges are entirely müftalen in their 
critical examination of the Comedy. 
have not diſcerned that Subtle, in conſe- 
quence of the refined and ſuperior addreſs 
of a complete impoſtor, and the celebrated 
maxim of Rochefocault, that Ce que 
4 nous err gow pour! la fincerite n 'eſt u- 
vent qu'une fine” dimmulation our 
de gattirer la confiance des autres, 


fumes the moſt diſintereſted appearance of 
probity, and precludes even the ſuſpicion, 
of impoſture; nar that he is contraſted 
with the mean and creeping cunning of the, 
merchant, A character which, though the 
means by which he intends to deceive may | 
not be foreſeen, is, ſtill eternally creating 
the perſuaſion chat he deſigns it; and in 
this manner awakening the vigilance of all 
who are concerned with him, he Prevents 
the accompliſhing he very online es 
eee ald dini. | 


"to this ſtance theſc different deeri ders 
play their Ne, diGmulacians _ 
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each other; in which the Merchant is ſeen 
through and indulged by Subtle, who re · 
maining , undiſcovered by the Tradeſman, 
dupes him to his purpoſes ; yet in the end 
both are diſappointed. In fact, if ſha- 
dows may be compared to ſubſtances, the, 
pourtrait of Subtle was intended to reſem- 
ble in comedy, what the character of 1480 
is in tragedy; but the power of experien- 
cing before the proper judges, in What 
manner I have drawn ĩt, you ee 
fit to deny me, . | | 


_ Notwithſtanding, Sir i in the conduct of 
this tranſaction between us, you have been 
pleaſed modeſtly to renounce all pretenſions 
to the merits of the critical examination and 
argumentation on particulars of the Comedy; 
and though I am not entirely pleaſed with 
your treatment of me; you will find that 
no difpleaſure of mine can prevent me 
from bringing latent excellence into public 
view, and doing juſtice to your deſert. I 
am perſuaded that, notwithſtanding the de- 
licacy of your declining the honour of the 
remark, that the vices and follies, which I 
make the incidental, and your judges, as you 


wouldpetfuademe, theconſtantand univetſal 
cha- 
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charaQeriſtics of peers and merchants, fo 
flagrant even, that their being conſcious of 
the truth of it would hazard the ſucceſs ofthe 
performance, is all your own. For certain» 
ly you do not think the hazard would ariſe 
from the other ranks of the people. In the- 
atrical entertainments men ſeldom diſlike 
the ſatire which is intended for * and 
cannot touch them. 


And indeed, Sir, to ſpeak in the i» Bebe 
one who, it is not impoſſible, may be of the 
number of your able judges, I apprehend 
you are taken with the manner (vide Ja- 
cob's Law Dictionary) for it can hardly. 
be believed that Mackheath can forget what 
Lockit has ſo 8 delivered io the 


following words, 


| When you cenſure the —Y 
Be cautious and ſage, | 
Leſt the courtiers offended ſhould bez 
If you mention vice and bribe, 
It's ſo-pat to all the tribe 
| e PS! ee pee. 


' And now, Sir, in ſpight of your modeſ⸗ 
ty, the honour of the above remark onght 
to be placed to your count, with this ad- 

ditional 
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diitional improvement, that what the Na. 
nager of Newpate has aſcribed to courtiers 
only, the Manager of C. Garden theatre has 
exteiided* univerſally to the right honour- 
able body of the Peers, and the reſpectable 
of the Merchants. And inthis place, if you 
were not more accuſtomed to the atten- 
tion of what is ſang than what. is ſaid, ! 
ſhould be at a loſs to account for your dif. 
regard to that, which. immediately pre- 
ceding in proſe, proceeds from the mouth 
of the ſaid Manager of Newgate, | Such 
language, brother, any where elſe; might turn 
10 your prejudice ; learn to be more guarded, 
Iq you. Lou ſeem not to have diſtin 
guiſhed, that what may come with propri- 
ety from Lockit in Newgate, is UNPAr» 
donable in you. Thus, Sir, in complaiſance 
to your double character, I have inſerted 
both poetry and proſe i chat, if it pleaſe you, 
you may ſing one and fay the other. And 
ſo diſintereſted am I, that J moſt fincerely 
hope you will ſpeedily receive your full 
reward for this liberal remark; which [ 
think it will be in vain for you, at preſent, 
red. to be your: og. | 
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Aber all, Sir, if my zeal to bring forth, 
ful merit has led me, into an error, 
you have really ſubmitted your ſingle 
opinion to the abilities of your. judges, the 
politeneſs of the above remark muſt be al · 
ſighed to them: but of this you muſt de- 
cide among yourſelves. I only wiſh that a 
due remuneration may fall on the proper 
perſon. . Should the latter be the caſe, I 
own it is an unwarrantable ſubmiſſion in 
you; ſince, in order to decide of their. abi: 
lities in criticiſm, and to ſubtnit to their 
decrees, you ougt to be qualified to judge 
on the ſubject which is eriticiſed. I fancy 
no man will be allowed to be a proper 
judge of the abilities of thoſe who pretend 
to underſtand painting, unleſs he can form 
a judgment of the pictures alſa on which 
their judgment has been made. I appre- 
hend the deciſions of the judge are to be 
compared with the objects of them; and 
the degrees of their abilities to be deter- 
mined from the compariſon. From hence, 
Sir, if you are not qualified to decide on 
the merits of a theatrical performance, 
you ars in the ſame predicament reſpecting 
_ judges who * proper for ſuch an un- 


der - 
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dertaking. And indeed the truth of this 
obſervation is evinced by you, and-your 
judges ; they, in their criticiſms, betray the 
inſufficiency of their underſtandings, and 
Jou of your-own in Pres to them. 


| If theſe gentlemen balieve themſelves to 
be the ables judges which you repreſent them; 
and free from the embarraſſments and con- 
cerns in which you are engaged, oblige 
me with the favour of a meeting with 
them. And to this, if they are convin- 
ced that their remarks are right, they can 
have no juſt objection: more particularly 
as I promiſe inviolably to conceal their 
names, if they chuſe it. In this conference, 
then, if they can ſupport the criticiſms 
which they have made, I will as chearfully 
acknowledge their ſuperiority, and my de- 
fects; and as willingly recede from all pre- 
tenſions to the reception of the play, and 
even from all complaints of your diſinge- 
nuous ufage in detaining it ſo long unno- 
ticed, as they or you can deſire. But if I am 
not indulged with this equitable requeſt, I 
muſt conſider them either as men aſhamed 
of their critical refleRions, or as * | 
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bf their having been influenced by ſiniſter 
motives, and therefore ſkulking i in the ob- 
ſcurity of not being known, in order to 
perpetrate what they dare not attempt to 
juſtify in the light of their proper perſons. 


And on this octalion | it may n not be amiſs 

for you to recollect, that at no very great 
diſtance. of time, and probably in conſe- 
quence of your ſubmiſſion to the ſame 
able judges, when you altered the uſual 
prices at the theatre, you were reduced to 
the no very pleaſing condition of publickly 
apologizing for the offence, and retracting 
the cauſe of it. Wherefore, as à friend, 
and probably a ttuer than your able judges, 
1 juſt take the liberty of hinting it poſſible, 
that ſomething ſimilar to that which has 
already intervened on the ſubject of the 
price, may again prove to be the event of 
your precluding an entertainment, x 


So much being tata" 69 your judges, 1 
come now to conſider thoſe perſons by 
whoſe will, you fay, you are obliged to be 
biaſed: and theſe, 1 preſume, are the fa- 
- milyof which you ſpeak in your ſecond let- 
'E ER ter. 
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ter. And in this place, on a reconſidera- 
tion of the matter, I am induced to believe 
that this family may at once be both che 
friends and the able Judges of which you 
have ſpoken: and then they will conſiſt of. 
two old women, an High Aha oh 
and a a woollen-d! raper, o 5 whom the tw 
laſt are acknowledged to be by far the bel 
judg es of theatrical productions. Not that 
1 855 by this declaration to depreciate 
your excellence, but! in conformity to thak 
laudable comportment i in which you con- 


s$ 5 # 


feſs yourſelf to be ruled by able judges, 
and hiaſſad from the right line of juſtice, - 
by che obliquity of the wills of your fa- 
mily. Now, as it muſt be preſumed that 

. the will of theſe perſons roceeds from the 
reſult of critical examination, for ſurely ſuch 
able Judges would not have willed the pre- 
cluſion of a Comedy, without having pre- 
viouſly fat in judgment on it, I cannot a- 
void lamenting the aukward fate of your 
being obliged to be biaſſed by ſuch a tribu- 
na}, and that, ſill more humiliating, of the 
numerous dramatic writers who, you lay, 
have been ſubjected to their examination, 
and rejected by their decrees. | of 


How- 
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Heer fince things are has circus 
ſtanced, reſpecting yourand your family, 1 
hope you will pardon a friend's intruſion, - 
as it is intended to alleviate your diftreſs, 
and to pleaſe the town. In this I fatter, 
myſelf with the approbation of your friends 
and judges, whether they be or be not 
ſame; perſons with your family. What 
ſhall propoſe-is this, that the foreign and 
woollen patentee, who do, as you acquaint 
me, bath judge and ill, be at leaſt added. 
to, if not entirely truſted with the ma- 
nagement: and for this reaſon, becauſe 
the managers of theatres. ought to have 
ſome judgment, and be free from the will 
of others, the public excepted. 


And now permit' me, without offence, | 
as I haye propoſed the alteration in the 
Managers, to indicate the different depart- 
ments for which both nature and educa- 
tion have mutually conſpired to form them. 
Firſt then, no unprejudiced perſon can de- 
ny that the German patentee may, with 
the utmoſt approbation,' aſſume the pro- 
vince of criticiſing the grammar, elegance, 
ſublimity, humour and cur of the 


ſtyle 
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ſtyle of thoſe pieces which may hencefortli 
be offered to your houſe. And his wodl- 
len brother, whoſe knowledge in mankind 
at leaft, is equal to that of the German in 
the Engliſh language, may as conſiſtently 
examine. the truth and preſervation of the 
characters, the ſcenes, incidents, conduct, 
plot, dinouement and object of each perfor- 
mance · And you, Sir, emancipated from 
the ſervility of being obliged to obey the 
will of othets, ſhall be exalted to the glo- 
rious ſtate of exerting your own, and of 
running according to your own biafs. And 
more particularly, as you have Toft your 
hearing, to your care and duty the muſic 
ſhall be committed; for as I value myſelf 
on the ability of my judgment, in this dif- 
tribution of departments, as much as [ 
do that of your able judges on my Come- 
dy, I would not have it ſuggeſted that you 
are more defective in qualifications for 
your employment than your two brothers, 
who are ſo ſpecifically adapted to the per- 
fect diſcharge of the cares and duties which 
are aſſigned them. 


I 
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In reflecting on this particular part, I 
confeſs there ariſes a paradox, which I am 
incapable of ſolving. I cannot reconcile 
in what manner you have been Siaſſed by 
the will of your patentee family on the 
the third of October; who on the. firſt of 
the fame month declare, that you were an- 
feoerable to them for the good or ill ſucceſs of 
the theatre, It muſt certainly proceed from 
ſome ſudden and oppreſſive act; that you, 
who are obliged to be biafſed by the will of 
others, ſhould at the fame time be reſporfible 
for the events of your diſobedience. You 
ſhould undoubtedly be either not anſwer- 
able, or not obliged. Such an injunction 
is the; very inverſion of all juſtice: and 
even a king's ſerjeant will give it for law, 
whether he has or has not any, that thoſe 
who judge and will are to anſwer for the 
effects of them; and not the agent, who 
in this inſtance is to carry them into exe- 
cution. But as I am fond, on all proper oc- 
caſions, as you may obſerve, to become 
your apologiſt, I am perſuaded that as in 
conſequence of the decay of your organs of 
hearing, you deviate into diſagreement 

| 5 with 


136 ] 


with the muſic of the orcheſtra; ſo, in like 
manner, that it is from a decline of memory 
that'you wander intodiſcord of facts in your | 
relations of them; And in this place I do 
expect you will acknowledge my kindneſy 
in freeing you from this embarraſſment and 
concern, ſince your accounts whuld feem to 
be otherwiſe-irreconcileable. Such being 
the altered ſtate of your faculties, I cannot 
avoid moſt ſincerely to bewail the misfor- 
tune of the public, who are thus cruelly 
depriyed of that man, for ſurely no one 
will preſume to ſay that he is the ſame with 
the honeſt and good natured. Johny Beard, 
who before the fatal day on which he was 
ſuddenly ſeized with a fit ot management 
that effected his head, was univerſally 
eſteemed. to ſing both in tune and time; 
and to deliver his relations with politeneſs 
and conſiſtency. For theſe reafons, and 
becauſe I am apprehenſive you may not 
yield a due attention to my advice, I could 
wiſh your able judges would once, at leaſt, 
become your. faithful friends z and prevail 
on you neither to ſing any more ſongs to 
the public, not to give any more relations 
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to them. And 3 like the archbiſhop 
of Granada who, through vanity and ſelf · 
conceit, deſpiſed the wholeſome council of 
Gil Blas on a ſimilar occaſion, vom ſhould 
reject the former part of my advice, I am 
not without hopes that you uy be prevails 
ed on to obſerve the latter- f | 3 
ei i844if 3.4 Sd if 
Having advanced thus far, 1 am come 
to that! paſſage, in which you ſo cavalierly 
tell me, that be pigce which you haue re- 
turned will by us means anſwoer your purpoſes, 
and therefore cannot be done: and indeed as 
in this declaration eonſiſts the whole firength 
of your argumentation I agree with you; 
and candidly confeſs that it will not an- 
{wer your purpoſes ; but I am not, at the 
ſame time, perſuaded 3 account 
ic e 1 1 Fg 4258 
le hey to ct 
; My: reaſons. for avibalting vith you” 
in opinion - reſpeRing  yaur purpoſes, 
ate that they ſeem expreſsly deſigned to 
delude the town with ſing ſong, corona-, 
tion and pantomine z at once go corrupt 
the public taſte and pervert the true ends 
of theatrical exhibitions. In this manner 
the means of turning vice and folly inta 
4. - F | ridicule, 
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ridicule, and of rendering them contemꝑ: 
tible, more particularly in thoſe whoſe ex · 
amples are the moſt prevalent, are pur - 


poſely precluded ; and the heart is prevent 
od from melting into acts of human kind. 


vels, and from being incenſed with horror 


- againſt cruelty a and | oppreſlion i in favour * 
virtue in diſtreſs. 


Nor are thele the . you are 
 fuſpeded of purſuing. Do you not de · 
te all new compoſitions of rational 
eee eee eee 
who have a: true ſenſation of the liberal 
pride of writing well, urge 
- exerciſe their talents on dramatic ft 
can ſuch men acquieſce with the 2 
ous uſage and prepoſterous deciſions, which 
they are convinced they.ſhall receive from 
ou, your friends, your family, and your judge? 
And all this you preſume to act through 
fear the town may be reclaimed from their 
preſent purfuit of futile, if not pernicious 
entertainments, by the repreſentation of 
| good ſenſe and Juſt ſatire. Ja this manner, 
with playing and vamping old plays, re- 
viving Squire's of Alſatia, and*convert- 
gold opern's into new, of which not a few. | 
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in 'detency ought to be exploded; hilft 
you are ſupinely indulged with acquiring 
an annual revenue; of not ſo little as a cleat 
ten thouſand poynds, by the works of dead 
Mar AU nds EA on 
metics of the living; and precluding then 
from the benefit of third nights, which 
would theft travel from your to their poc- 
kets : and theſe ate more than the ſuſpect 
ed reaſfohs, that by every means you en» 
deavour to pfevent the receptian of new 
plays: Nor are they witheld from -theſe 
advantages alone; the remuneration / of 
the public applauſe; which to men of inge- 
nuity' and leartring,” is infinitely more en- 
dearing than pecuniary reward is by the 
. * 1 . 


| Thus S5 akint Jodl ate «wh abe 


brevalled on to gratify your indulgent au- 
diences with ® rwo hew performances in the 


year, and ſothetimes leis, of the many 
which, 'you ſay; are offered to your Houſe, 
and of which, in conformity to yotir pur 
Hoſes, 1 am perfuaded, your friends and 
able adget chufe the wf to the 10 er 
their knowkedge, the Farifians are enter. 
-F 2 Icy, ht | rained 


Wk has proved an. exception to the namber, but this let 
Payday ny rob porn ſcafons, 


L 40 ] 
tained with not leſs than ten: and who; 
though they admire the ſuperior genius of 
h writers and of comedians long ſince no 

more, do not think proper to reward the 
mediocrity of players with advantages un- 
known to their predeceſſors, and to deny 
to an equal excellence in writing, what has 
conſtantly been deemed to be rhe inherent 
right of men of literature; but thus pro- 
tecting them from the arbitrarineſs and in- 
ſufficiency of Managers, give to genius 
that encouragement . which it Kan 
e ef Oh 2 „e 2 
This Oey inp which! gonad de- 
ſerves imitation, and which F doubt not, 
will be ſpeedily followed in this land; for 
it has already been a too long and a too 
juſt reflection on our manners, that Engliſh- 
men, who have proved themiſelves ſo much 
ſuperior to the French in arms, ſhould re- 
main ſo inſegfible- to the oppreſſion. « of men 
el letters from the hands of theatric ma- 
nagets. Hut this complaint will, 1 flatter 
myſelf, beſoon removed by a free, 8 brave 
and generous, people, who, enriching Pa- 
tentees with, Eaſt-Indian riches, have. an 
en right to tra in the —_— | 
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of thoſe pieces which are intended, and in 
: the protection of thoſe 1 writers who endea- 
vour to entertain them with rational a- 
muſements. Thus in delineating your pur 


poſes which my Comedy will not anſwer, 
they become juſt reaſons why, to ſpeak 


en en en E 


= come now to he apolngies- which you 
make on your delay in returning the Co- 
medy; a piece in which you and your judges 
allow the expreſſions are ſtrikingly ner vont, 
and the other parts of the dialogue are natu- 
turally eaſy. So far than your able judges 
approve it. And ſince their other objec. 
tions are refuted, it is not naturally eaſy to 
alledge why it ſhould not be played. Do 
you and your judges imagine me to be 
caught by the dazling of fine words, like 
a lark with a twirling glaſs, and to fall 
plump i into the net of flattery ſo conſpicu- 
ouſly ſpread? or like a child with ſugar 
plumbs, to be kidnapped into an acquieſ- 
cence by this deal of candied courteſie ex- 
preſſed in the terms of wort of genius,” and 
particularly one which comes under the ſant. 
tion f a name ſo well known, and ſo juſtly 
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alas; with all theſe potpous praifes on 
parts, you witheld the production of this 
genius two whole years without deigning 
to conſider it; and there it might have 
reſted quietly inurned till the general com- 
flagration; for it ſeems ĩt is never to come 
to a day of judgment; had Leise 
you of it. If you are truly perſuaded of 
the veraciry of what you ſay reſpeceing che, 
it aggravates not 4 Rede the trearment 
you have ſhewn me. I not, it ftill adds 
to it in ſuppoſing that I eould be enim ed 
W 


. Sade 
friends, and judges, have — pot 


though an oppoſite miſtake in their judg- 
ments on me, than on the characters of my 
Comedy. For ſince the receiving, your 
Alken compliments, I have braught my- 
ſelf before my own critical tribunal, a fi- 
tuation in which the culprit is pretty Furs 
of receiving the indulgence of the judge: 
; and after due examination, I really da hot 
| perceive all theſe great qualificacions itt 
myſelf which you ate pleaſed fa liberally to 
beſtow upon me. Nay 1 ſhall prove, by 
a mpariſon, not very flattering to 2 

1 


1431 
ff chat you are of the ſame opinion, not. 


withſtanding- all the e a1 at 
. 


e then 1 tas 
vun nee, had ſent you a pair of ſhoes, 
and you, keeping them till now, had found 
by. critics! examination that they wwould © nod 
anſwer your purpoſes, and could not be 
worn: let me ſuppoſe alſo that Criſpin 
called for his money, when inſtead of diſ- 
charging the debt, you return him tlie 


ſhoes, do you imagine the gentle craft will 
jake them back? No, he will ſwear, that 
— you had retained them fo long, and 


heve me to be all genius and name, and jufb 
gdmneration and ſanflion, when you have 
tremed me with leſs reſpe& than a. ſhoe, 
maker; and yet expect me to acquieſce in 
it more quietly' than the gentle craft, and 
all this without your attempting to ſhew. 
71 


. 
factures returned on worſe terms than other 
mechanics. If oxe of your friends believes 
the fine things which you have ſaid of me, 
he hath as preſumptuouſly aſſumed the cha- 
rafter of an infide!, as of an abe judge, ſince 
bis belief of my cleverneſs is much greatet 
than my own ; the latter of which is ſeldom 
of the ſmalleſt age in * bees of an au- 
e 0 - Fa Ne es 


© If the care and duty. which you owe your 
Rule family, who are gorged with, riches, 
ſuperſide that care and duty which are due 
to the large family of the public who enrich 
them, and they approve your conduct, I 
am farisfied on that head. But believe me, 
Mr. Beard, am not to be charmed dy 
ſweet words; net even where they put in 
to ſweet verſe by your friend, ſet to ſweet 
muſic by Dr. Arne, and ſweetly ſung by 
yourſelf, * And I am perſuaded you will 
think ĩt no degradation of your excellenco, 
when I prefer the melody of your voire; 
and your ſkill in ſinging, to the exquiſite 
neſs of your judgment in theatric pieces: 
| Becauſe the whole nation have confeſſed 
your title to the former, and vou yourſelf | 
eee it ta the latter. 
e | After 
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-After all I can prove, you didadcept the 
play, more evidently than you, your friends 
alle judges; and family can prove the juſ- 
tice of your objections againſt it. The 
only queſtion I aſk- in my firſt letter is, 
* time you think the Comedy may moſt 
conveniently be given to the public. And to 
this you reply, it is not in your: power 10 
fend me an immediate ſatigfuctory anſwer, 
Now what can be 4 ſatis/a#ory anſwer to 
ſuch a queſtion, but an acceptance of the 
play ? and by the term nat immediate, ought 
not I to, conclude that ſuch an pore ? 


would follew ? You can hardly believe, 
after the-reaſons Which. I have aſſigned to 


the cuntrary, that I can be ſatigiad with 
a king's ſerjeant, whether my title be not 
good in law; and then 1 dare ſay he will 
be as truly my advocate, as on another 
occañon, when one of them took ten gui- 
neas from me at night, and deſerted me 
the next morning. And, as the injurer 


 feldbmyforgives'the perſon he has injured, 
L may peradventure be no leſs indebted ti 


the: ability af bis judgment, and the real 


ol his ſervices on this occaſion, than this 


n 1 W 


Og. * 
TT” * * 
Cini 


| C#} 
pech deliver Bis opinion -in my f. 
Hoes it would. be but theatrieat julitt 
that 56 (ould ſubrujt to the abi of his 
fedgment in this inſtance, as vom have: to 
thoſe &flybur judges on che Comedy. \'t'0 


DITA DI) YAY IRC ney lt Ade th 
©: There 1 yet mother regſon, fos- your 
having p dong detainee the play, which 
fromg us extcacrdinary.av'amyou œhave of. 
tered; and this: is the -d: fagverabile nebic- 
vdace with uihich au return any! gun 
WE of pawns; I the reludtance in; ner 
Turning it dens ſo Aifigreeable, why did 
ou hot keep, and bring it on the ſtage ? 
Vo cannot ſay I pulled it from yu And 

if: this &/agrccanbleneſs til remains, det mie 
know; and it ſhalt inimodiately be ſunt 
back to you for! belicye: me, Sit, I am 
Votkr ready and willing? to do ryoui all trans 
| — . ſervices on this head ; theres 
| ras 6g no ceremony but command 
ib Das; gin 1 5m tuo ton 
— int dd: 23 bak mainzom 1x90 dhe 
Abd now; Sir, aſter All that: Raa been 
aid, (ould: your: implicit ſubmiſſion tb 
pour all inn, "your ob/igationto| be bidf- 
Nu by your ani your care un dug fr 
Shoir etereft;,- the diſugrerableb reluftunce: of 
3 and all the ſweet com- 
plements 


4 7 
— for: eat ook 
an. you, a8 
wette. Jet ab mailer pf : 


ſelf lo this breach of pA aur and for 
the contempt wth: which you, havegreated 
me? Perhaps you mayanſwer, that you was 
then: Joha Beard, the finger, pad ſeryant 
of che Fatentec and now. that Ou, are 
Jchg- Beard, Fly bs entice, Man 
399 Maſtzr.of ths Players, and that, 
56,40 men;too change, with ci 
yo lay claim g0 that Plea, in vine 
dication ef your, conduct. General as the 
precedents; amy 1 
War cenceive it in your Savor, =I canngt 
willingly: scept, vour daft r I 
Wes" 1 10 Vol & B _naigallt 
305191 gi 585 2x20 3103 11} 70 100364 
n chis manner, haviog dmott.condy- 

ded hat I. fancy, will prove t 1 my 


finglianiwer,. I ſubmir.to. your option, ei- | 
| then bo accept the play ; te afford. me n 


interview with your/elf or able judge a, in or- 
der that their arguments or mine mag be 
| juſtified or refuted 3 or 46 offer ime ſplr 
ficicatreaſong, ſince the ſubject ig of a puh- 
ke nature, * both your and coy euern 
r 8 2 ſhould 


4©hHamitead, how: willy youexculpate yours 


» FE 
v _— 1 


$52.3 
» 4 
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{= © We 
mould not be publiſhed.” And ſhoutd'you = 
think proper to refuſe all compliance with 
this reaſonable propoſition, I ſhall conſider 
it, as utidoubtedly you will deſigr it ſhould 
n 


07, 963 


575; 


: To this bulnet Ie Na 
| ments than, perhaps, you may readily ima · 
Bine. In the ff place my rendernefs for | 
you, in hopes the public, from this te- 
| Preſentation of your fad condition, thy 
be prevailed on eompaſſionately. to 
vo from the thraldett of ſubmittigg to ; 
ſuch friends and jiidges," and from the "0b 
Ratio of being bigſd by your feinily of 
Patentees ; « circumſtuncewliich as al 
liſhman and a lover of liberty, you can. 5 
notbutapprove. In the next place, in reſent- 
ment of the arbitrary and 1 | 
ulage which, in your laſt letter, you 
feſs to have attended many other writers, 
and who probably poſits more merit than 
I do to entitle them to cho hereditaryclaim 
of Having their pioces received on the thea - 
tre, and yet who may not poſſeſs, as I do, 
the authentic evidence of ſuch treatment 
undet your own'hand. And laſtiy, that 0 


4 


Kl ů˙ Y 
the public may be convinced of the tuin „ 
of what bas been ſo often ſaid, the inat-. * 
tention and duntampt which you maniſeſt 
of ſuch: perſons''who write, and! of ſuch. 
| petformances/ Ee ENT e N 


2 * 5 | 8 

E Aud ee e 

— of dads glides. 

Sons, andhbt of "your ungeliientſs, 'rhar . 
Lam chilly lncuecd w the permicting me 
Publication o che letter which have 
paſſed beiden us on this ſubject; and, 
that you may have nq-pfetext 

that I 3 tranſmitted to 
you all that is intended to h made pub- 
lic, or not affording you 
of recalling a premature deciſion 
ing the Comedy, I haye ſent you 
ter in manuſcript, which, as it is ſome- 
thing long, and to ſave me the trouble of 
tranſcribing it for the preſs, would other- 
wiſe have been delivered to you in print, 


12 15 
15 | Your bumble ſervant, 
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